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POLITICAL 
THE Anjuman-t-Panjab of the 3rd September publishes 282 
an article the substance of which i 2 
as follows: True, the natives are far 
behind the Europeans, but the former, by reason of their 
birth, are better acquainted with their own country than the. 
latter. Itis to be regretted that the Government considers 
the opinions of the natives puerile and takes no notice of 
them. Look at the Afghan war. There is no doubt that a 
great deal of irrelevant matter appeared in the native papers 
about it, but one or two native papers, at all events, made very 
thoughtful proposals about the settlement of 
istan, but the Government does not appear to have p al 
least attention to them. In our opinion the Lieutenant-Gov- 
ernor of the Panjab, assisted by one or two native 0 
could have settled Afghan affairs in ‘a far more satis 
manner than the Home Government and the 
India have dane. The natives are st 
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acquainted with the character of the Afghans. The opinions 
of the native Press on all important Indian questions should 
be submitted before Parliament and the Viceroy’s Council 
until the natives are admitted to them. 


The same paper statés that the officers at Karachi, which 

is situated on the frontier, lateh 

„ deemed it expedient to plas 100 
ee guards in the town as a ptecautiön. 
But the Civil and Military Guzette and some other Anglo- 
Indian papers spread strange rumours. It was declared that 
two Pathan regiments had mutinied and plundered the Agra 
Bank ; that the Europeans had sent away their wives and 
children by ships, &. The spread of such mischievous 
rumours is very objectionable. The Government should 
tell the editors of Anglo-Indian papers that they should 


never publish these kinds of rumours without first ascertaining 
the truth of them from it. : 


The Rahbar-i-Hind (Lahore ) of the 7th September ac- 
Delay in the publication knowledges receipt, with thanks, of a 

> 1 Faith Ad. copy of the Urdu translation of the 
ministration Report. Panjab Administration Report. for 
1874-75, and states that it will publish an abstract of the 
report in due time, and express its own opinion on important 
points. But it looks very odd that the events of 1874 should 
be criticised at the end of 1880 by the vernacular press. 
They have now lost all interest. The vernacular translation 


of the Administration Report should be published at the’ eamne 
time as the original. 


The Oudh Akhbdr of the 4th September publishes 4 com 

* municated article in which the writer 
easures for the relief 

eee! in the event states that if rain does not fall at 

once, the next crop will fail, and abnor- 

mally high prices will rule the market. The Goveram 2 

should adopt some measures to regulate prices. This can 0 


seat 


easily done by municipal. committees. Each municipal conte 
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mittee should stop all public works which are now under 
construction, and buy grain out of municipal fands. When 
prices rise above a certain rate, say above Rs. 2-8-0 per maund, 
the committee should sell grain at that rate from its own 
granaries. No one should be allowed to get more than two 
rupees’ worth of grain at onetime. This arrangement will not 
entail any great loss upon municipal committees, because priovs 
have not yet risen considerably. If they make purchases 
now, they will be able to sell grain afterwards at sixteen seers 
the rupee without any loss. If municipal committees are 
unwilling to devote their funds to this object, the well-to-do 
classes of the community should raise subscriptions for the 
purpose. 


The Jaipur Gazette of the 4th September makes the 
fullowing remarks in regard to the 
speech delivered by Lord Hartington 
in the House of Commons at the time of introducing the 
Indian Budget :— 


The Indian Budget. 


“Lord Hartington’s speech on the introduction of the 
Indian Budget in the Lower House must have disappointed 
our readers beyond measure. We have carefully read over 
and over the telegraphic summury, as wired by Reuter, and 


we fail to find anything definite as to the policy which the 


present Government are going to adopt with regard to the 
difficult question of the Indian finances. His Lordship said 
that he was not sanguine that any changes in the civil 
branch of the Government would effect a saving of expen- 
diture, nor does be think it advisable, after the strain of the 
Afghan war, to touch the expenses connected with the mili- 
tary force in India. Where, then, isthe money to come from 
to recoup the large deficit which has brought the Indian 
exchequer to the verge of insolvency ? Is not the civil ad- 
ministration of India the most costly in the whole world? 
Cannot the civil expenses be considerably curtailed by a 
more extensive use of Native Agency in the administration 
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of the country? Does it not strike the Secretary of State 
that the ever-increasing Home charges, Pensions, &c., are 4 
heavy drain on Indian finances? But these are questions 
which His Lordship entirely ignored in his speech, and he made 
no mention about any remedial measures which the Govern- 
ment contemplate, or have thought of pursuing, with a view 
to bring the Indian exchequer into an equilibrium. His 
Lordship says that Lord Ripon considered that the time had 
arrived to make a new departure in Indian finance, but as to 
what that departure is, His Lordship leaves the public entirely 
in the dark, whilst the only light we are vouchsafed, is the 
melancholy intelligence that the obnoxious license tax is 
not to be repealed, a thing whichis greatly to be regretted. 
His Lordship has evidently the laudable view of resuscitating 
the Famine Fund, for which the license tax was originally 
imposed, and which was shamefully misappropriated by the late 
Government ; but experience has proved, beyond the shadow 
of a doubt, the utter unsuitability of such a tax in this country. 
We regret that the Government could not hit upon any 
other measure than the continuance of a tax which has, by its 
‘oppressive nature, created widespread discontent among the 
people. When Sir John Strachey introduced his blundering 
budget in the Viceroy’s Council, he exempted all official 
salaries from the operation of the license tax on the score of 
the spurious surplus he showed in his budget. But now if 
ihe license tax is to be converted into a permanent source of 
income to the Imperial Revenue, we hope our rulers will nee 
the justice of making the tax more equitable than it jis 

at present, and withdraw the exception accorded to u class of 


people who are well able to bear the tax, and are july 
amenable to it. 


Lord Hartin gton severely took the Tate Government. to 
task for the blunder made in the Budget, and accused f phen 
of reckless determination to underestimate their. dif 5 al alties 


but judging from the statement made by His Lou ) bi a * 5 


are afraid the Liberal Government of the present def ar en 
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open to the same serious charge, or else, why do they show 
such reluctance to use strong remedial measures for the 
desperate disease which is eating away the vital essence of 
the country? The question of rendering assistance to the 
Indian exchequer from the Imperial Treasury in these days of 
financial embarrassment is mooted by the Secretary of State, 
and we must give all credit to His Lordship for the broad 
view taken by him of the subject; but no definite proposal 
was made as to the extent to which this pecuniary aid is 
to be rendered, the matter being left in abeyance for future 
consideration, until the exact estimate of the total cost of the 
Afghan war is known.” | 

The Koh-i-Ndr of the 4th September, referring to the 


„ order issued by the Lieutenant-Go- 


pension and dismissal of vernor and Chief Commissioner of 


aay bg aan ae ys the North-Western Provinces and 
tached by Civil Courts. Oudh, to the effect that any revenue 
official in Oudh, whose pay does not exceed Rs. 10 per men- 
sem, shall be suspended as soon as his pay is attached by a 
Civil Court, in execution of a decree, and dismissed from the 
public service if he does not settle the matter privately with 
the decree-holder, remarks that it is difficult to realize on 
what principle this order is based. The Government has no 
business to interfere in the private affairs of the people. The 
order in question will place the officials absolutely at the 
mercy of the money- lenders. 
The same paper dwells upon the importance of encouraging 
The native arts and ma- and improving the native arts and 
nufactures. manufactures, and. asks the natives to 
establish joint stock companies and factories for the purpose. 
In regard to the Exhibition which is to be held.at Lahore, the 
writer remarks that medals and prizes should be given for the 
best specimens of native art in general, and not for particular 
Classes of manufactures only. 


. : 
reat, satisfaction at the per- 
its sdmission of na mission granted by the Madras Gor- 

olunteer Corps. ernment to the natives to enter the 


The same paper expresses g 
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Volanteer Corps in Madras. and urges that the same privilege 


‘should be extended by the Government of India to the 
natives in the other provinces. Had there been some com- 
panies of native volunteers in the Panjab, they would have 


been very useful to the Government in the time of the late 


military operations on the fronti er. 


The Dabdaba-i- Qaisré (Bareilly) of the 4th abil 
The establishment of Urges that the Government should 
establish some Industrial schools, and 
states that they will be very useful and soon become self-sup- 


‘porting. 


The Patiala Akhbér of the 30th August (received on the 
The Hindus and Musa Zrd September) publishes an artiele 


— in the form of an allegorical story, the 
substance of which is as follows :—There lived a man who 


was strong, generous, and of geod disposition. He had two 


wives. One of them was a young, beautiful, and virtuous 


woman who was quiet, obedient, and faithful to him. The 
other was an old, ugly, deceitful, and quarrelsome woman. 


She constantly quarrelled with her husband's other wife and 


her neighbours, and always waited for an opportunity to 


dishonour her husband. She sometimes made false complaints 
to him against his other wife and induced him to beat her. 


One day a good woman went to her house and the aes 
conversation took place between them:— 


The good woman.—Old woman, your youth and beauty 
are gone; you should now give up your bad habits. If your 
husband should become angry with you any day and strike 


vou a single blow with his fist, you will at once die. You 


should not quarrel with his other wife or your neighbo 
because they are much stronger than you. sae 0 il 
you if he did not protect you. N 


The quarreleome wife. Lou are mistaken, My ponduc 


is entirely in accordance with the dictates of my 2 eligion, an 
| therefore I will never change it. cee 


ej - © ty wm? 2 2 S. 


| we) 

The good woman.—Yes, I am aware that your religion 
teaches you such things. But you should remember that 
you have become old and lost all your strength. You can no. 
longer make converts by the sword, Your husband and his 
other wife are acquainted with all your intrigues. He has 
hitherto tolerated your conduct, because he is a very patient 
man. He has provided every ease and comfort for you. In 
my opinion the best policy for you would be to obey your 
husband and to live in peace with his other wife. 


The quarrelsome wife—How do you know that he is 
acquainted with my tricks? I have not married him. He 
keeps me in his hoase by force. I will fly from his house 
and go to my younger sister whenever I choose to do so. I 
hate this wretch, and will also try to sedace his other wife. 
Go away. I do not approve of your advice. 


The good woman.—( Leaves the house.) You can do as you 


please; but you must remember that you will suffer for your 
misconduct sooner or later. 


(In the above allegory the husband obviously means the 
Government, his good and virtuous wife the Hindus, and his 
quarrelsome wife the Musalmans. Munshi Indarman’s case 
has evidently induced the writer to write it.) 


The Mitra Vilds ( Lahore) of the 6th September states 
* Musalmans of In- that the Masalmans lately threatened 
| the Government that if Munshi Indar- 
man of Moradabad were not punished they would rebel 
against it. It is difficult to realize what has made them so 
bold at present. The Hindus are a very patient and mercifal 
people; they would not kill even an animal ; their religion 
strictly enjoins loyalty upon them. On the contrary, the 
Musalmans are cruel and prejudiced. Their religion incul- 
cates upon them to kill the “ kdfrs” and to spread Islam by 
the sword, Sometimes they do not hesitate to declare that if 
the Government will not accede to their wishes they will rebel 
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Shame ! shame! The Government should at once adopt some 
measures tu keep these insolent and ungrateful people in check. 
An enemy who is near is more dangerous than one who is 
more remote. 


The Pramod Sindhu (Amraoti) of the 6th September 
The prospects of the states that the crops have been dam- 
ef crope in Berar. aged by drought in Berar. If rain 
does not soon fall they will be entirely destroyed. In that 
case the Government should not only open relief works for 
the poor, but it should also adopt measures to save cattle. It 
is simply impossible that poor cultivators should be able to 
support their cattle. Committees should be established to 
make arrangements for their support, and subscriptions should 
be contributed both by the Government and the people for the 
purpose, It should be remembered that if the cattle are 
neglected, they will perish in large numbers, and agricultare 
will suffor greatly in future. 


The Berar Samdchdr of the 6th September publishes a 
brief account of the Gulburga riots, and 
hopes that the Nizam’s Government 
will make a full enquiry into the misconduct of the Musalmans 
of that place and severely punish them. 


The Gulburga riots. 


A correspondent of the same paper writing from Argaon, 
Distress in Argaon, Akola, complains that the crops have 
Akols. perished from drought in Argaon, and 
urges that relief works should be started to provide labour 
for the poor. Moreover, the writer urges that the people 
should be allowed to graze their cattle gratie in the forests. 


The Qaisar-ul-Akhbar (Allahabad ) of the 5th Septem 
states that itis to be regretted | that 
The demolition of a 


Muhammadan mosque at European officers sometimes ntericere 
Khurja, Bulandshabr 


grieves the hearts of the people and produces great r al 2 a 
excitement in them. We have received a communication fc 


( 619 ) 
Bulandshahr, from which it appears that Mr. Growse, the 
Magistrate and Collector of that district, has lately constructed 
a new market in Khürja, Bulandshahr, and called it after him- 
self, An old Muhammadan mosque is situated inside the mar- 
ket. Sometime ago Mr. Growse told the Musalmans of Kharja 


that the mosque marred the beauty of the market and that 


it would be a good thing if they repaired it. In accordance 
with his wishes they repaired it. In spite of this he lately 
ordered it to be demolished. When it was being demolished, a 
Muhammadan boy, named Murtaza Khan, who is about 14 
years old, happened to pass by it. He asked some Hindus who 
stood near it, what was the cause of its demolition. Instead 
of replying to him in a proper way, they began to abuse the 
mosque and God. He could not bear the insult. He snatched 
a knife from the hands of one of them and wounded two 
persons with it. They beat him very severely with sticks 
and gave him a cut on his eyebrow with a knife. The Ma- 
gistrate has committed the boy to the sessions. In spite of 


this affray the Magistrate has not given up his intention of 


demolishing the mosque. The turrets of the mosque have 
already been demolished. 


The Khürja correspondent of the Naiari- Azam ( Morada- 
bad ) of the 6th September gives the 
following account of the same inci- 
dent :—-The Collector has built a market here. A Muham- 
madan mosque is situated near it. The Collector lately or- 
dered it to be demolished, but promised to build a new 
mosque in return. When the labourers began to demolish 
the mosque some Hindus taunted the Musalmans in the 
street, A Muhammadan boy, who was coming from school, 


The same. 


heard their taunts, and became very. angry. He at once 
went to his house made over his Qarin to his mother, 


with the remark that she should give it to some good Masal- 
man after his death if he perished, took a large knife, 
toon returned to the place where those Hindus stood. He 


iiss. we 


attacked and wounded some of em. He then went to the 
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mosque which was being demolished and wounded several 
men there. He did not desist until he fell senseless on the 
ground from the effects of the wounds he received from the 
stones thrown at him by the Hindus from all sides. The 
Magistrate has committed the case to the sessions. 


The Dabivi- Hind ( Allahabad ) of the 4th r 
+2... - States that before the mutiny of 1857 
ee the natives had full confidence in the 
justice of the European Judges.. Petitions were often submit- 
ted by suitors asking that their cases should be decided by 
European Judges and not by natives. The European officers: 
in other departments were not very careful. They sometimes 
oppressed the people and adopted measures which clashed 
with their religious prejudices. This prodaced widespread 
discontent, which resulted in the mutiny and rebellion in 
1857. We regret to state that complaints are now. fre- 
quently heard even against European Judges. Look at 
the cases of Altaf Husain, the Jailor of the Eta prison, and 
Sayyad Asgar Ali, the tahsildar of Shikohabad. The people 
are losing confidence not only in the Subordinate Courts but 
also in the High Court. True, the natives are quite power- 
less and can do no harm to the Government. However, it is 
not wise to make them discontented for any reason. The 
Government should exercise a check over the proceedings of 


its officers and see that they do no injustice to any man 
through spite. 


POST-OFFICE. 


A correspondent of the Mihir-i-Mimroz. of the 30th An- 

The. Posta: N easengers, gust ( received on. the 4th September ) 
Ki ratpur, Bijnor. writing from Kiratpur, Bijnor, complains 
tha t the postal messengers. generally delay the distribution of 
lett ars in Kiratpur, and extort money from the people, They 
gene rally take a quarter of an anna on each unregi! 5 


and two or three annas on euch registered letter; from th the 
addra ssee as their own dues. 


( 621 ) 


The Rabhar-i Hind of the 7th September publishes an 

The dik manshis, Pan- article commanicated by some postal 
jab. official in the Panjéb. The writer 
states that the Government has lately been pleased to increase 
the dignity of the postal officials in the Panjab by changing 
their titles. Those officials who were formerly called Inspeo- 
tors are now called Superintendents of Divisions, the Deputy 
Inspectors are called Inspectors and the Deputy Postmasters 
Postmasters. But the officers in charge of village post- 
offices are still called dik munshis. The writer hopes that 
the Postmaster-General of the Panjab will bestow tlie title of 
Deputy Postmaster or Assistant Postmaster upon them. 
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